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Post by “Cassius” of January 13, 2024 at 8:47 AM

Quote from Pacatus

Third, when such down-to-earth ideas of “meaning” are seriously considered, the
notion that Epicurean philosophy offers no means to (or opportunity for) personal
meaning itself seems absurd.

I think we are together but i am not 100% sure. Any sense of "meaningfulness" is a pleasure,
isn't it?

Once we strip "meaningfulness" of its aura of attempting to do an end-run around pleasure as
the ultimate good, i see no problem with it or any of another ten thousand words that could be
used to describe a particular aspect of a pleasurable life.

Aren't the issues revolving around "meaningfulness" the same as those around "virtue," with
the devil being in the details of whether "meaningful" has some absolute ideal nature, or
whether it has meaning only in terms of individual pleasure and pain?

"Virtue" in the hands of Epicurus is a wonderful word, and I see no reason why he wouldn't
endorse "meaningfulness" either, as long as the word is clearly positioned within the framework
of the Epicurean worldview in which there is nothing good that does not ultimately trace to
pleasure and nothing bad which does not ultimately trace to pain.
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