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To digress, a reason to study Epicurus, in particular, is that he's something of the "missing link"
of western philosophy. I was put off by Platonism, Aristotelianism and monotheism and looked
for a time to the eastern philosophies for a more suitable conception of "the way things are".
When I discovered that there was someone who based his philosophy on atomism over 2000
years ago, I was quite astounded.

In Epicurus I've found a gateway to many things, not least of which is a coherent, modern
worldview. Studying the ancients is useful not only as a historical relic, but as the starting point
of much of modern thought and a clearer understanding of how we as a society came to
understand our place in the world. Without this basis I find it quite difficult, if not impossible, to
make sense of the threads of philosophical discourse going on today.
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