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Quote from Eggplant Wizard

Epicurean theology was dismissed by almost all the participants as a ruse to avoid
persecution and attempts to talk seriously about it mostly ran into scorn.

As long as I am administrator of this group that (attempts to talk seriously about Epicurean
theology running into scorn) will not happen here!  If anything gets quashed, it's going to be
insistence that Epicurean theology was a cop-out, because that's an insult to Epicurus
personally and that's not something that "friends of Epicurus" should stand by and accept. No
doubt it will pop up now and then especially with newer people, but if a gentle reminder to cut
it out isn't sufficient then stronger action will be taken. 

One thing we need to be able to agree on is that we are going to take seriously what the
Epicureans discussed. We don't have to agree with all, but the forum isn't going to be a place
for personal ridicule on theology or images or any other issue where we might disagree with the
Epicureans. You can't understand what they were thinking as a whole until you take the parts
seriously. They were doing the best they could, and they succeeded a surprising amount of the
time. Even when they may have been in error, there is much to be learned from their thought
process in getting to their position.

Quote from Eggplant Wizard

It was clearly important to the classical Epicureans.

It absolutely was, and by ridiculing they are foreclosing themselves from the benefits of
understanding the full Epicurean point of view, agree with it or not.
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