NeoPlatonism Basics Relevant to the Study of
Epicurus
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Quote from Eggplant Wizard

I'd be interested to see the evidence for a direct link from Vedanta to neoplatonism. |
am skeptical but all ears.

Plotinus studied under Ammonius Saccas, whose name possibly suggests that he originated
from the Shakya clan (from which Siddhartha Guatama originated seven centuries earlier). If he
was not literally a member of the Shakya clan (modern-day Nepal), his biography indicates that
he was subject to the philosophies of the Classical Period of India, between the Maurya and
Gupta Empires (elsewhere called the "Golden Age of Hinduism"). According to Porphyry, "From
[his twenty-eight year] that day [Plotinus] stayed continually with Ammonius and acquired so
complete a training in philosophy that he became eager to make acquaintance with the Persian
philosophical discipline and that prevailing among the Indians." From this, | expect that he
would have at least some familiarity with the Upanishads and some exposure to either orthodox
or heterodox Indian philosophies.

It is still somewhat speculative, but he was at the right place at the right time. The attestation
might be fragmentary, but the consistency of the ideas, and the coherence between concepts
like the The One (seemingly Brahman), Henosis (seemingly Moksha), the framing of evil as
ignorance, the goal as liberation over ignorance and enlightenment over darkness through the
light vis-a-vis truth vis-a-vis goodness ... it sounds alarmingly similar to the extent that I think
that Ammonius Saccas and his followers did the same thing that Pyrrho did to earlier
"gymnosophists". (As it seems to me, Pryhho adopted the philosophy of Ajiana (or his
understanding and/or adaptation of Ajiana and others) and re-branded it at Pyrrhonian
Skepticism.)
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