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I simply suggested that we shouldn't waste resources trying to educate all
children because a great deal of them do not have a sufficient inclination
towards education...

It's the elite of society that really needs education. It's the statesmen, the
public servants, the military officers, the doctors in public hospitals etc. Almost
anybody who is paid by the public purse and entrusted with responsibility over
other people's lives should possess a superb education and should always be a
person that is morally and intellectually outstanding and not someone you
could easily meet cheering in a WWE event.

Epicurus welcomed everyone to the Garden to learn his philosophy. If you're
advocating "education" only for the "elite of society," we may need to define what it is
that each of us mean by the word "education." What you are describing strikes me as
something Cicero might advocate, especially when you use references like someone
cheering at a WWE event. Epicurus didn't play to the crowd, but he left the door open
to *anyone* - regardless of social status - who was curious to enter.

There's also the need for an informed citizenry. That is something that has been
neglected and needs to be part of any public educational system. I do agree that
teachers are woefully undervalued, overworked, overwhelmed, and underpaid.

The spirit of Epicureanism is of course inclusive. Cicero would want education only for the 'good
families'. I want basic education for everyone (although basic doesn't include things like algebra
and grammar for me) and I want advanced education for talented people regardless of social
background. I don't want a distinction between schools for working class families and schools
for rich people. In fact I would prefer to abolish private schools altogether. So I think I have
more in common with you in the way I view education than with Cicero. In any case I would
welcome a wide-reaching reform in the way education operates. That would be far better than
leaving things the way they are. So I think our disagreement comes down to the degree of how
far we want to go.
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People today have the inclusive right to universal education (or rather obligation since many
kids would rather not be in school if they could choose) but you don't have the inclusive right of
protection from something as dire as homelessness. I think the second kind of inclusion is more
important and more pertinent to people's well-being and pleasure. So we should keep in mind
that symbolic inclusion and real inclusion are not the same thing and I am sure most people
here understand that well.
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