What If Anything Has Changed About Human Nature
In the Last 2000 Years?

Post by “Don” of January 6, 2024 at 3:52 PM

Quote from BrainToBeing

See, this is precisely the problem. You apparently want to grant "intelligence" as
something transcendent - something which cannot be explained as the result of our 86
billion neurons interacting or reproduced by adequately sophisticated non-biological
systems.

Nope. Human "intelligence" or "consciousness" is exactly an emergent property of the
interaction of our 86 billion neurons and our physical environment and our gut biome and our
other physical, chemical, and biological processes. Whether intelligence or consciousness can
arise in a complex non-biological system is an open question. I've seen arguments for and
against from neuroscientists, biologists, technology experts, philosophers, etc. There is nothing
transcendent about the phenomena but there may be something unique about the biology that
makes it possible, at least for any foreseeable far future.

Quote from BrainToBeing

Even at this very early stage, answers | get from ChatGPT are very commonly better
than answers | can get from discussion with anyone (including all my university
colleagues). And, this is only the beginning.

This is only the beginning. ChatGPT and large language model platforms like it give the
verisimilitude or veneer of intelligence. But it's all smoke and mirrors put together by clever
programmers and the ingestion of innumerable inputs of text and images. It passes the Turing
Test in many ways because we're pattern-seeking and agency-seeking beings due to our
evolution.
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