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Quote

"So, it is my personal perspective that we are running up against the limits of the
human brain. We evolved for a very different life circumstance and we are failing to
intellectually keep up with the perspectives applicable to today."

This is an interesting perspective that I don't think that I've heard before in this
context.

I found this perspective expressed similarly e.g. in an opinion piece of physics professor Michael
Dueren in the 2023 August/September issue of the German language "Physik Journal" at
https://pro-physik.de/zeitschriften/download/21453

"Our brains are not trained for apocalyptic climate change."
(Google translation of "Unser Gehirn ist auf den apokalyptischen Klimawandel nicht trainiert.")

"The human brain dates back to prehistoric times - instinctive processes in our neural networks
in the brain displace deliberative logical thought processes in many situations. In critical
situations, they ensure our survival through archaic, instinctive decision-making patterns.
Unfortunately, our instinctive gut feeling doesn't work when it comes to apocalyptic climate
change because, as a singular event, it wasn't part of human evolution and couldn't be
mentally trained."
(Google translation of "Das menschliche Gehirn stammt aus prähistorischer Zeit – instinktive
Prozesse unserer neuronalen Netze im Gehirn verdrängen in vielen Situationen abwägende
logische Denkprozesse. In kritischen Situationen sichern sie unser Überleben durch archaische,
instinktive Entscheidungsmuster. Leider funktioniert unser instinktives Bauchgefühl nicht beim
apokalyptischen Klimawandel, da es als singuläres Ereignis nicht Teil der menschlichen
Evolution war, sich also auch nicht mental trainieren ließ.")

I guess this perspective is quite common among scientists now.
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