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In preparing for the podcast today I see this quote from Chapter 7 of A Few Days In Athens,
which also seems relevant to recent posts in this discussion:

Quote from Statement By Frances Wright's Epicurus in A Few Days In Athens

Some few generations, when the amiable virtues of Epicurus, and the sublime
excellence of Zeno, shall live no longer in remembrance or tradition, the fierce or
ambitious bigots of some new sect may alike calumniate both; proclaim the one for a
libertine, and the other for a hypocrite. But I will allow that I am more open to
detraction than Zeno: that while your school shall be abandoned, mine shall more
probably be disgraced. But it will be the same cause that produces the two effects. It
will be equally the degeneracy of man that shall cause the discarding of your doctrines,
and the perversion of mine. Why then should the prospect of the future disturb
Epicurus more than Zeno? The fault will not lie with me any more than you: but with
the vices of my followers, and the ignorance of my judges. I follow my course, guided
by what I believe to be wisdom; with the good of man at my heart, adapting my advice
to his situation, his disposition, and his capacities. My efforts may be unsuccessful, my
intentions maybe calumniated; but as I know these to be benevolent, so I shall continue
those, unterrified and unruffled by reproaches, unchilled by occasional ingratitude and
frequent disappointment.”
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