Mental pleasure/pain more intense and longer
lasting than physical pleasure/pain

Post by “Kalosyni” of December 13, 2023 at 3:00 PM

Quote from BrainToBeing

| think constantly in terms of "we" rather than "me". And, in the consideration of "we" |
need to ask who would pay the price if | think only of me.

I've been thinking lately about modern civilization and the idea of "progress". Are we happier
now than before we had all the modern inventions and modern medicine? Why are teens
commiting suicide and shooters going to malls and killing people? Perhaps "progress" has not
been made in the right places. People fear death and then try everything to prolong life, even
though their quality of life is very unsatisfactory (if they cannot do everyday things and must
have an attendent wash and help them toilet). Modern medicine is failing us, in that we live
long but then are plagued by dementia.

So perhaps BrainToBeing your deep question is likely: "Who will take care of society and all the
things that are required, including the self-sacrifice of leaders and workers, and all who do the
work to make things "better"? In response | say: all over the world you can see that the political
realm is full of corruption. And people are polarized between "religious-conservative "right-
wrong" vs. democratic freedoms.

So | say the the "we" is not working. The "we" is corrupt. And we don't currently have a solution
for this problem.

People ignore the fact that if they act in a manner in which others are harmed, then there will
be bad consequences. The consequences | speak of are multifaceted. Epicurean philosophy
reminds us of these consequences -- in which my long-term well-being will have a poor
outcome whenever | cause harm to others - because by human nature we all have a drive to
survive and stand up for ourselves when we are harmed (except for some who are so
downtrodden that they cannot stand up for themselves). What ever we do will turn around and
come back to us in some manner - and we can see that at play in current world events.
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