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Quote from Cassius

"GOOD WITHOUT GOD"

That should be an immediate tipoff that feeling - pleasure and pain - are not at the
center of Humanism. What's at the center is "being good."

Yesterday, I visited the "Philosophical Breakfast" for the second time. It would have been an
interesting event for you, Cassius, as it dealt with Paul Rée, a nearly forgotten philosopher who
is said to have inspired Nietzsche to start his materialistic phase. He finally got another
direction than the later madman Nietzsche, becoming a philantropic physician for the poor and
died falling from a cliff - one say it was an accident, the other say it was suicide.

More importantly, through my observations I've started to recognize that they are really
concerned about being atheist. They are in fact a secular version of theism as they deal with
various points they exclusively have in common with the established churches. Firstly, they are
registered as a church and they offer secular rituals as substitutes to classical Christian ones.
Secondly, they share some stunning patterns with their religious counterparts. They try to meet
the same societally consensus to be "good" under the current definition.

Ironically, with the established churches in Germany dropping their faith in sin and the afterlife,
they start becoming even closer to the Humanists than mainline Christianity to the the free
churches. (The American equivalents e.g. mainline doesn't fit exactly, but they are relatively
the same. The American Humanists also use a quite similar logo as their German counterpart
and both take part in the same international conferences on Humanism).

I have to say that I enjoyed the atmosphere and speaker was quite talented. I might visit this
format again. What they definitely lack is the concept of the happy life. They don't know about
the remedies and although many of them would acknoledge some wisdom in Epicureanism,
they are far more centered on current topics which finally gets political.

In my opinion, Epicurean Philosophy is a system of thought which tries to guide the individual
towards wisdom and gives practical advice how to accomplish a happy life. In the end,
Humanism seems to be a complex of atheist ideas which tries to develop influence in society.
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