Episode 201 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 09

Post by “Cassius” of November 12, 2023 at 2:46 AM

Quote from Godfrey

He may have been an effective lawyer, but he is an extremely shallow and narrow
minded philosopher

It looks to me like he probably was a very effective lawyer, and it struck me in reading these
sections that right or wrong he's making a very sophisticated argument that shows extreme
intelligence. Here again | like DeWitts phrasing that Cicero could not have misrepresented
Epicurus so effectively had he not understood Epicurus so well.

But reading this mass of argument also makes me ask myself whether what Cicero has done
here is to create these arguments on his own, or whether, just like he seems to quote lots of
Epicurus, what he's really doing is quoting 200 years of Stoic and other honed antiEpicurean
argument. How much of this is Cicero and how much of it is plagiarized? Either way this is an
extremely well written and thought out argument that represents the vast majority of orthodox
"establishment" opinion that's dominated the world for 2000+ years.

It's also interesting to me how it's written in sort of a "cajoling" way - in that he maintains am
extremely friendly regard for Torquatus personally even while condemning his ideas. So it's
written like a "Come home to Jesus" appeal rather than a slash and burn attack.
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