
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “Cassius” of November 2, 2023 at 2:00 PM

Here is Nikolsky making the point I think we keep circling around:

Everyone agrees that we call the actions involved in satisfying thirsts, hungers, and our desires
for any type of pleasure by the name of "pleasure."

The big question is not (1) whether to label the natural state of life in which we find ourselves
after we have (temporarily) satisfied our immediate thirsts, hungers, and desires as either "
katastematic pleasure or kinetic pleasure."

The big question is (2) whether to label "the natural state of life in which find ourselves after we
have (temporarily) satisfied our immediate thirsts, hungers, and desires" by the name of "
pleasure."

The reason that (2) is the big issue is that everyone does not agree with labeling (2) as
Pleasure. Plato and Cicero and most of the orthodox world do not consider "the natural state of
life in which we find ourselves after we have temporarily satisfied our immediate thirsts,
hungers, and desires." And because they don't consider (2) to be a state of pleasure, they
conclude that it is impossible to ever reach satisfaction, because you are constantly chasing
new food, new drink, and new stimulations.

Once you take the position that "the natural state of life in which find ourselves after we have
(temporarily) satisfied our immediate thirsts, hungers, and desires" is a pleasure, then it's easy
to see that you can live a life of pleasure in most everything you do, even if you have never
heard of the words "kinetic" or "katestematic."

I keep putting "temporarily" in brackets only because we all know that we'll get hungry and
thirsty and want more pleasures every couple of hours so long as we continue to live. That
observation doesn't matter to Epicurus, because he identifies *both* the state of acting to fulfill
those desires, and the state of fulfillment, as pleasure, so the general condition of life is
pleasure. It's only when some affirmative outside disruptive influence intrudes to cause pain
that we are not in pleasure in that part of our experience.

Nikolksy says it this way:
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