Greek Atomism and subatomic particles. 'Atomos'
and 'Ameres'’

Post by “TauPhi” of October 30, 2023 at 8:36 PM

Powarkow only refers to A. F. Losiew and just mentions Hermann Diels in passing without any
references. The A. F. Losiew's work in question in called 'Anticznaja fitosofija istorii' published in
Moscow in 1977. The title is a transliteration from Russian and it most likely means something
like 'History of Ancient Philosophy'. It's probably another obscure work not available in English.
Sorry, Don.

| did some digging, however, and this passage seems to be closely linked with Epicurus'
doctrine of atomic minima (the elachista theory).

Epicurus talks about it in Letter to Herodotus (paragraphs 55 to 59). In p.59 he talks specifically
about minimum magnitudes devoid of parts (ta elachista kai amere). | didn't pay much
attention to this in the past but the way Powarkow talks about it hit me hard. It seems to be
very important addition to/deviation from Democritus' work.

Lucretius also talks about this in Book | (599-634) and Book Il (481-499).
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