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I keep mulling this over...it seems that Humanism goes a step further than Epicureanism -- with
an ethical goal of improving the greater good of humanity - so progressive politics,
philanthropy, and on-going involvement in projects to make the world better according to
conceived ideals of peace and equality would be part of Humanism. So while thinking/acting
this way wouldn't stop one from "being Epicurean" (finding pleasure in philanthropy), not all
Epicureans think this way (and pleasure is found in myriad things). And I think many Epicureans
might consider that "perfect peace and equality" are impossible when clearly observing the root
causes of inequality and war -- and we are animals with basic needs for food, shelter, and
security -- and who have "animal" fears and anxieties. But so many people want to see humans
as being something other than animals -- and that we must evolve into "perfect human beings"
-- in spite of the stresses that civilization causes to human animals.
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