Episode 195 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 05
Post by “Godfrey” of October 10, 2023 at 9:35 PM
I'm thinking that PDO3 and PDQ9 are keys to solving this puzzle, although | haven't looked at

other of Epicurus' writings in this regard. For the record, | don't think that the answer will be
found in Cicero although the answer should explain what Cicero is saying about pleasure.

PDO3:

“The magnitude [intensity???] of pleasures is limited by the removal of all pain. Wherever there
is pleasure [location], so long as it is present [duration], there is no pain either of body or of
mind or both.” Hicks (1910)

“The limit of quantity [intensity???] in pleasures is the removal of all that is painful. Wherever
[location] pleasure is present, as long as it is there [duration], there is neither pain of body nor
of mind, nor of both at once.” Bailey (1926)

PDO09:

“If every pleasure were condensed [intensity?], if one may so say, and if each lasted long
[duration], and affected the whole body, or the essential parts of it [location], then there would
be no difference between one pleasure and another.” Yonge (1853)

“If all pleasure had been capable of accumulation [intensity], if this had gone on not only in
time [duration], but all over the frame or, at any rate, the principal parts of man's nature
[location], there would not have been any difference between one pleasure and another as, in
fact, there now there now is.” Hicks (1910)

“If every pleasure could be intensifed [intensity] so that it lasted [duration] and infuenced the
whole organism or the most essential parts of our nature [location], pleasures would never
differ from one another.” Bailey (1926)

As | recall, Don interpreted PD09 as saying that pleasure cannot be condensed (by analyzing
Epicurus' counterfactuals. Based on our most recent posts | think this could be saying that there
is no component of intensity. There is only the feeling of pleasure/pain, it is a two-way switch,
and it varies in magnitude only through location and duration.
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