Episode 195 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 05

Post by “Cassius” of October 9, 2023 at 9:21 PM

Quote from Godfrey

So, interestingly, the maximum pleasure of the entire organism is the absence of pain,
whereas the absence of pain is the minimum of pleasure for any specific location in the
organism

Yes as to the first part before the comma, but | am not sure that our definition of pleasure as
absence of pain necessarily leads to the part after the comma. Perhaps this is where the
"quantity" issue comes in, with quantity being relevant differently at the macro vs the micro
levels. Maybe quantity applies at the macro level but at the micro level that is where you have
duration, intensity, and location?

Maybe duration intensity and location are not relevant at the macro / full level? (Maybe | should
say the macro/full perspective.)

Does that involve the Diogenes Laertius statement that there are two types of
happiness/pleasure, one at the god level and one capable of increase and decrease?

"They say also that there are two ideas of happiness, complete happiness, such as belongs to a
god, which admits of no increase, and the happiness which is concerned with the addition and
subtraction of pleasures."
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