Galatians: "Weak and Beggarly Elements"
Post by “Titus” of October 9, 2023 at 2:45 AM

Thank you Don for your extensive research! | didn't expect such a quick progress in discussing
DeWitt's theses.

Quote from Don

If he's looking for Epicurean hints, he's going to see Epicurean hints everywhere. And
where he doesn't see them, he invents a way that they could be there... with the barest
of actual evidence.

One of his principal arguments is, that without turning the Epicurean glasses on, there is no
way to understand the texts properly. In another part of the book, he mentions the loss of the
doctrinal context (which he is reconstructing, hence recognizing things other scholars aren't
able to).

As you say, his argumentation depends on the validity of his presumptions and can easily be
overturned. He is quite creative in writing an alternative history, inbedded in an Epicurean
environment.

The other question is: Are the arguments of DeWitt weaker than the arguments of others? It
seems so, as you've mentioned above. But DeWitt makes a good (at least rhetorical) argument
in pointing to the loss of doctrinal context, which leaves space to various interpretations, as
there are regarding the New Testament.

DeWitt's argumentation is at least somewhat valuable, independently of its validity or not. One
can see clearly the rivalry of Paul to other schools of thought and how he advertises for hope
beyond this world.

I'm looking forward to your further research.
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