If Death Is Nothing To Us, Then Life Is Everything to
Us

Post by “Cassius” of October 7, 2023 at 10:09 AM

Yes | agree there, but | think what Torquatus does say is textbook Epicurean viewpoints. At the
moment my preferred interpretation of the situation is that where Torquatus speaks the words
are textbook Epicurean, but that Cicero is leaving out the extended development of how life is
pleasure that we are discussing now. The problem that most of us have with understanding the
Chrysippus hand analogy is evidence that more explanation is needed than Cicero provides. |
think the roots of it are there, as we are pulling out now in identifying normal life as pleasure,
but it's so contrary to standard ways of thinking that much more development is needed, and |
think that's where Cicero deliberately chose to leave it out.

And by leaving it out the full explanation of how it is legitimate to see normal life as pleasure
we'll see how Cicero is able to harp over and over on this point as we continue in Book Two.

For better or worse i am afraid we have only started this discussion. On the podcast and in
future discussion we will want to find a way to express this linkage without boring everyone to
tears of frustration.
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