Epicureanism as the spiritual essence or 'religion’' of
an entire community

Post by “Titus” of October 2, 2023 at 9:26 AM

Quote from Don

Epicurus's philosophy was antithetical to Christian beliefs. Dr. Bart Ehrman recently
posted an essay to his blog contrasting Epicurus and Paul.

I would not overestimate the influence of Epicurean philosophy on the emergence of
Christianity. Nevertheless, there still seem to be some good points, especially DeWitt's
reception of the letters of St. Paul. He suggests Paul did at least resemble some Epicurean
doctrine, transforming it to make it suitable to his own standards. DeWitt is extraordinary,
because he investigates the writings of St. Paul under the light of Epicureanism. He offers new
translations and new ways of how to interpret. But there the journey ends, because the data
basis is still weak and there aren't any findings/illuminations concering a new theology of Paul,
that could trigger further study (and suit theologians pushing new agendas).

Quote from Cassius

We're hoping to interview soon a professor who has written that the ancient Epicureans
weren't nearly as non-political as they are now regarded to be, but no matter where
one comes down on that issue | am confident that we here at the EpicureanFriends.com
forum are always going to work to stay together on the core work even at the expense
of conducing interesting political discussions elsewhere.

| really appreciate your comment. Epicurus states in the Principal Doctrines, that justice and
therefore politics, are relative and bound to time and place. Taking the title of this thread
seriously ("Epicureanism as the spiritual essence or 'religion' of an entire community") it not
necessarily means to stay away from, but to stay above things that rise and fall throughout the
ages. What does persist instead - what does have ultimate reality - is the mechanism which
nature provides to living things. This should be at the center of our study.
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