
Eat Drink and be Merry!
Post by “Cassius” of September 30, 2023 at 6:08 AM

Quote from Godfrey

What I'm thinking is that looking at feelings in terms of the particular components of
intensity, duration and location gives us a practical set of tools. Katastematic/kinetic is
just a way of talking about the tool of duration. This line of reasoning was prompted by
the texts, but I haven't yet gone back through the existing texts (studiously excluding
Cicero) to see how fully it's supported.

I generally agree with this perspective. Specific pleasures obviously differ from one another in
their unique qualities, and intensity, duration, and location are practical ways of distinguishing
them for purposes of discussion.

It makes sense also to focus on what Epicurus and Lucretius and Diogenes Laertius and any
other self-proclaimed advocates wrote. However I would not exclude Cicero for too long,
because when he records an advocate of Epicurus (Torquatus or Velleius, I am not sure if there
are any others) speaking, I think a lot of stock can be put in those words. I can't cite an
example at the moment but it seems I have read that commentators think that Cicero had
before him texts from the various schools when he was writing, and it seems to me that the
extended presentations by Torquatus and Velleius deserve a lot of consideration.

Quote from Godfrey

I'm leaning toward the idea that katastematic/kinetic is really just a description of
durability. Breadth is important, but not katastematic or kinetic. Breadth would be
something like "does this thing bring me both physical and mental pleasure? Does it
affect one part of my body, or is it a more widely distributed feeling? Does it give me
mental satisfaction in one way or in a variety of ways?"

I'm not sure I follow what you are saying here. I see why you are saying that breadth is
important but why is "duration" not important?
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