
Welcome Peter Konstans!
Post by “Peter Konstans” of September 29, 2023 at 6:08 PM

Hi there Cassius  Yes, the central aspect of epicurean philosophy is of course pleasure and I
reckon modesty and courtesy to be simply among the several tried and tested means leading
faithfullly to that end. The notions that there is only one livable life, that the nourishment of
that life with pleasure is the only dignified form of human existence and that magic forces in
whatever shape or form are fictions are actually expressions of profound modesty even though
moralists have always sought to present them as capricious, selfish and arrogant. The notion
that there is only one life forces us to accept death with a sense of modesty since no rewards
can be expected. The notion that pleasure dignifies human beings above all else forces us to
stop trying to make others more virtuous though criticism and moralism and thus makes us
more modest and less presumptuous and the notion that magic forces don't exist deprives us of
that sense of imaginary power and security that attracts superstitious people to those illusions
and places us instead in the actual universe where we occupy a modest and precarious
existence.

Hi Kalosyni  Yes I see myself as an Epicurean. Your username is modern Greek for goodness.
Since you use modern Greek I suspect you're Greek, right? Same here. Greetings from Laconia
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