
Eat Drink and be Merry!
Post by “Cassius” of September 29, 2023 at 1:46 PM

Quote from Godfrey

For any pleasure to be real and, further, to be evaluated, it needs to be felt. In order for
me to evaluate pleasures, they need to be (or have been) located in my body and/or
mind. Furthermore, ranking "universal pleasures" is meaningless, as these are nothing
but concepts which aren't actually felt by anyone. And the feelings that these concepts
refer to can be experienced differently by everyone.

Quote from Godfrey

There needs to be a feeling, which occurs with a particular intensity, at and for a
particular time, and at a particular location in my body and/or mind.

I think both of those positions make a lot of sense. We can make generalized statements about
how most people experience feelings but in the end if you don't experience them yourself you
can't understand them.

I would bolster that by one of my favorite quotes:

Quote from Jackson Barwis, Dialogue on Innate Principles

When we are told that benevolence is pleasing; that malevolence is painful; we are not
convinced of these truths by reasoning, nor by forming them into propositions: but by
an appeal to the innate internal affections of our souls: and if on such an appeal, we
could not feel within the sentiment of benevolence, and the peculiar pleasure attending
it; and that of malevolence and its concomitant pain, not all the reasoning in the world
could ever make us sensible of them, or enable us to understand their nature.
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