Philodemus - On Frank Speech

Post by “Cassius” of September 16, 2023 at 11:02 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

| am wondering if perhaps during Philodemus' time there may have been less emphasis
on natural physics/science and more emphasis on ethics...but yet | don't know if that is
true or not.

Well taking Lucretius as an example it would appear that the physics and epistemology was as
front and center as ever around 50 BC. From that, one might deduce that until it became
politically impossible to discuss the physics and epistemology with the rise of Abrahamic
monotheism, those subjects were considered to be the core Epicurean curriculum with the
ethics being a creative and important but pretty much common sense deduction. It's always
been the denial of providence and immortality that's much more the truly explosive center,
rather than the practical advice on being happy. | don't mean to slight the ethics, but you won't
get yourself killed standing on the streetcorner saying "don't you want to be happy?"

And given that the ethics flows from and is dependent on the physics and the making of proper
deductions from it, | would expect that to be the case all the way through. | would likely argue
too that the demotion of the physics and epistemology explains many of the issues that have
arisen in interpreting the ethics.
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