Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Eikadistes” of September 7, 2023 at 12:08 PM

Quote from Cassius

And on the topic of being a student of Epicurus for any time period, here is something |
think is related that any student of Epicurus should consider:

Q: "What is your understanding of Platonic Idealism and Aristotelian Essentialism and
how they may or may not relate to Epicurus' view of Pleasure? Does considering that
relationship (if any) indicate anything as to how you would answer the question being
posed?"

Agreed. Unlike so many Christians, whose understanding of their Savior and the depth of their
knowledge of the Christian tradition is self-mistaken for a projection of individual wants and
desires and fears based on nothing but their own, personal experiences, and limited educations
related to religious history and comparative philosophy, it should be important for us to not
believe that we think we understand Epicurus, and mold our understanding to the needs of our
own lives, but rather to make a commitment to understand the texts as they are, not as we are.

And then, when teaching new students, we simplify the teachings to a genuinely accurate
(though incomplete) summary.
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