
Cicero Attributing To Epicurus The View That
Virtuous Action Is Itself Pleasurable
Post by “Cassius” of September 3, 2023 at 10:39 PM

Interesting to compare VS27 (Bailey):

"In all other occupations the fruit comes painfully after completion, but, in philosophy, pleasure
goes hand in hand with knowledge; for enjoyment does not follow comprehension, but
comprehension and enjoyment are simultaneous."

I wouldn't necessarily say that all "occupations" are painful, but here the statement links pain
explicitly with the occupation.

Philosophy as an occupation could be considered like baseball as an occupation, it is often if not
always pleasurable while you are doing it.

I think that Epicurean theory would say that you could (and should) argue that in any
"occupation" which is not painful, then whatever you are doing should be considered
pleasurable for the same reason we are discussing.
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