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Small things like the loss of manuscripts could have had an effect:

Quote

Though less famous than the purported burning of the Library of Alexandria, the great
fire that tore through central Rome in 192 CE resulted in a similarly profound loss for
ancient Greek and Roman scholarship. The true cost of this fire became clear to
historians in 2005, when a text believed lost for centuries was unexpectedly
rediscovered in a Greek monastery. Titled “On Consolation from Grief” and written in
the aftermath of the blaze by Galen—court physician to several Roman emperors—the
work does more than chronicle an unfortunate accident.
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Library Fires Have Always Been Tragedies. Just Ask Galen. - JSTOR Daily
When Rome burned in 192 CE, the city's vibrant community of scholars was devastated. The
physician Galen described the scale of the loss.
daily.jstor.org
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