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Great comments Burninglight and thanks for that suggestion as to materialism.

And I had never heard of that Horace quote but the litany of examples reminds me immediately
of the list of misbegotten love interests in Lucretius Book IV. I wonder if there's any pattern or
parallel there worth considering as to form of presentation, or if it is totally coincidental?

Quote from Lucretius Book 4 - Munro

For this men usually do, blinded by passion, and attribute to the beloved those
advantages which are not really theirs. We therefore see women in ways manifold
deformed and ugly to be objects of endearment and held in the highest admiration.
And one lover jeers at others and advises them to propitiate Venus, since they are
troubled by a disgraceful passion, and often, poor wretch, gives no thought to his own
ills greatest of all. The black is a brune, the filthy and rank has not the love of order;
the cat-eyed is a miniature Pallas, the stringy and wizened a gazelle; the dumpy and
dwarfish is one of the graces, from top to toe all grace; the big and overgrown is awe-
inspiring and full of dignity. She is tongue-tied, cannot speak, then she has a lisp; the
dumb is bashful; then the fire-spit, the teasing, the gossiping turns to a shining lamp.
One becomes a slim darling then when she cannot live from want of flesh; and she is
only spare, who is half-dead with cough. Then the fat and big-breasted is a Ceres’ self
big-breasted from Iacchus; the pug-nosed is a she Silenus and a satyress; the thick-
lipped a very kiss. It were tedious to attempt to report other things of the kind.
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