Let's Make a List of 1) Major Causes of the Decline of
Epicurean Philosophy after Lucretius and 2) The
Obstacles to its Revival Through Today

Post by “Cassius” of August 21, 2023 at 8:15 AM

Right. Other than for Lucretius' poetic version, we don't know when or if Epicurus' "On Nature"
or even his letters or the sayings were translated into Latin in the ancient world, if at all. Greek
may have been the language of the intellectuals but the common people would have eventually
needed Latin, so "getting the texts into easily accessible form" has to always be a priority. Were
they successful in doing so in the ancient world other than in the negative form of being
included in Cicero's attacks?

So I'll add to the list: "Possibility that the texts were not translated into Latin or local languages
in sufficient numbers to penetrate deeply enough into common culture."
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