Let's Make a List of 1) Major Causes of the Decline of
Epicurean Philosophy after Lucretius and 2) The
Obstacles to its Revival Through Today

Post by “Cassius” of August 20, 2023 at 4:34 PM

Good suggestions so far. In addition, before we go too far down the "current obstacles" road, it
would probably help to be sure to include comments on factors in the ancient world that led to
decline. Many of the "obstacles" we see today were present during the rise of Epicurean
philosophy, and yet rise it did. What caused the rise to slow and reverse? Was Christianity
really so persuasive intellectually? ““ What other factors played a part? Especially since a
decline seems to have set in even before Christianity rose?

Or did it? When did the decline really begin? Was Lucretius really the last powerful *explicit*
Epicurean writer? We can say Diogenes of Oinoanda came later, but to some extent he seems
to be a special case.

So please everyone keep going, and consider both time periods.
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