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Pacatus

Good to know! I suspect that that is the case for many here. I would not be opposed to meet-
ups though if anybody is living nearby (not likely). Honestly, I'd be thrilled!

And yes, I totally agree with that stance on idealistic "virtues" in general. They might be
practically useful to some people, but for me, they are philosophically untenable. The more I
dabble in the philosophy of logic and mathematics, the more I lean toward constructivism --
loosely, that axioms (like virtues) are chosen as a "means" to arrive at something, not taken to
be objectively true (e.g., Euclidean vs non-Euclidean geometries). Also, in this view, it is better
to 'find' or 'construct' a mathematical object to prove its existence rather than to rely on
assuming its non-existence and then provide a proof of contradiction to establish its existence.
Always was uneasy when being taught this method in school. It's mathematical Platonism.

Capital-V Virtue, I think, has loose analogs in science too. In evolutionary thinking, it manifests
in ideas like "for the good of the species". It's also like symmetry fundamentalism in the
philosophy of physics -- "an underlying symmetry must exist!" These may be loose analogies,
but idealistic thinking can be detrimental to a lot of human endeavors. Taking it up can make
you too rigid, like a do-loop that is not capable of learning or adapting.

1http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3223-living-off-the-land/?postID=25247#post25247

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/412-pacatus/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructivism_(philosophy_of_mathematics)
https://iep.utm.edu/mathplat/
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3223-living-off-the-land/?postID=25247#post25247

