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Quote from Cassius

So do you have any theory at all as to the use of the red?

Typically, it's simply the first word of each "saying," marking the beginning of each quote.

However, as I've noted on several just so far, sometimes the beginning of what we would see as
a beginning does not have a red letter, and a couple so far have a red letter in the "middle" of a
saying. I initially just took the "Oh, they mark the start of each saying" route. Now, I'm not sure
whether we should invest them with any additional significance or not. This has become an eye
opening exercise!

This exercise also brings to light a problem with just accepting "Oh, Vatican Saying X is just
identical to Principal Doctrine Y. Nothing to see here." Yes, they may be *almost* identical, but
if they're not entirely, how does that affect our reading of each? Vat.gr.1950 is dated to 1300-
1350 CE, so not as early as some of the earliest manuscripts for Diogenes Laertius which go
back to the 12th c, I believe. How do the VS/PD correlations look in reference to the earliest
Laertius manuscripts? Vat.gr.1950 is getting its versions from somewhere! This is where the fun
begins!  
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