Episode 178 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 30
- Chapter 13 - The True Piety 01

Post by “Godfrey” of June 17, 2023 at 7:09 PM

Another enjoyable podcast!
Here's a quotation that makes a case against Lucretius having written a seventh book:

Study of endings and closure in classical poetry (in particular of the abrupt and unsettling end
of the Aeneid, with its image of Aeneas killing Turnus after Turnus's surrender, which also was
once widely attributed to the poem's unfinished state) has made clearer that the abrupt ending
of the De rerum natura is far less an anomaly than earlier readers suggested. The opening
reference to Athens and suffering mortals is likely a structuring device linking the beginning
and end of the book. At any rate, the sixth book clearly constitutes the end of the poem in
Lucretius's overall plan, not only because he has created the neat structure of three pairs of
books but also because he announces this book as the final one near the end of the proem, with
a punning invocation of the Muse Calliope and a reminiscence of the prayer to Venus in book 1:
"Precede me and mark out my course, as | run my stint to the white line of my final goal, callida
Musa Calliope (clever Muse Calliope), repose of men and delight of gods, that with you as
leader / may win the crown with signal glory" (6.92-95). From
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/lucretius

Also, in light of the discussion, PD01 sounds a bit like a predecessor to "what would Jesus do?"
in addition to its other interpretations. | hadn't thought of it in that way before.
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