
Has the meaning of friendship changed since the
times of Epicurus
Post by “Joshua” of May 23, 2023 at 12:02 AM

To take that one step further, Don, hospitality is essential in a seafaring civilization. Ships
wreck, lose their course, and wind up on distant shores. It's no accident that the Odyssey is one
long story of a guy trying to get home on a boat--the Aeneid, one long story of a war refugee
looking for asylum.

My favorite story in this vein is Xenophon's Anabasis, where the Persians kill the generals of the
mercenary Greek army under flag of truce, and the remaining 10,000 Greeks trek north to the
free Greek cities on the Black Sea with the whole might of the Persian cavalry behind them.

The palpable relief in the shouted words "Θάλαττα! θάλαττα! — The Sea! The Sea!" is nearly
sufficient to tell the whole story. The sea means fellow Greeks, and passage home.
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