Pleasure vs pain - example and thoughts!

Post by “Don” of May 20, 2023 at 10:46 AM

| have thoughts on the thread topic but wanted to reply to the quote..

Quote from Nate

"The wise man will never indulge in drunkenness, says Epicurus, in his Banquet." (Wise
Man Saying 13)

My translation: Even when drunk, the wise one will not talk nonsense or act silly.

Hicks: Nor will he drivel, when drunken: so Epicurus says in the Symposium.

Yonge: Nor will he ever indulge in drunkenness, says Epicurus, in his Banquet,

Mensch: He will not talk nonsense when drunk.

Is the emphasis here on the drunkenness or the "drivel" (to talk stupidly or carelessly)?

Let's check the original text:

006& YAV Anprocwv év Yébn ...

o Anpriogswv "be foolish or silly, speak or act foolishly"
e v ué€OnN "when drunk" (literally, "in strong drink, in drunkenness")
e "Nor, truly, will they act or speak silly in drunkenness..."

So, technically, the wise one can get drunk, but they need to be careful how they act. The fact
that this characteristic is an excerpt from Epicurus's Symposium (Zvundéotov) which is a
banquet or drinking party, is interesting. Chances are attendees were getting drunk and acting
silly. To me, Epicurus is saying, "Go ahead and drink, but, Paian Anax, don't act the fool!"
(According to Normal DeWitt, Epicurus liked to pepper his writings with names of the gods,
Paian Anax "Lord Apollo" was one of his favorites.)
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