How has the word epicurean come to mean excess?

Post by “Cassius” of May 19, 2023 at 6:50 PM

In a similar vein as what Nate just posted that the Christians would have held the Epicureans in
particularly low regard there is this from Alexander the Oracle Monger, where again the other
schools were willing to collaborate with the revealed religionists, but the Epicureans were not:

The prosperity of the oracle is perhaps not so wonderful, when one learns what sensible,
intelligent questions were in fashion with its votaries. Well, it was war to the knife between him
and Epicurus, and no wonder. What fitter enemy for a charlatan who patronized miracles and
hated truth, than the thinker who had grasped the nature of things and was in solitary
possession of that truth? As for the Platonists, Stoics, Pythagoreans, they were his good friends;
he had no quarrel with them. But the unmitigated Epicurus, as he used to call him, could not
but be hateful to him, treating all such pretensions as absurd and puerile.
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