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Thank you Pacatus that gives me more incentive to read this book.

Much as with the other words like "tranquility," I obviously have no problems with the
desirability of "serenity," but I continue to think there is something missing when someone
seems to be seeking to wrap up in a single word -- which to me constitutes at most an "adverb"
(such as "I am living serenely") -- without explicitly stating that the act of "living" in such a way
entails all sorts of physical activities that are the true heart of what is going on.

I will eventually get this book so I can see how my concerns compare to Guyau's explanation of
the topic. Perhaps many years ago my concern would be out of place, and it would go without
saying that the praise of absence of pain was not intended to elevate a state of mind to a self-
contained objective. Paraphrasing a Platonist who DeWitt cites in his book, I don't think
Epicurus expected that naming "pleasure" the guide of life could ever be interpreted as a call
for the draining of all active physical and mental pleasures from life .

But I definitely think in today's intellectual mix this cannot be left unexplained, and I would like
to see where Guyau fits into this.
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