Venus: Conceiving The Good

Post by “Cassius” of February 26, 2019 at 2:35 PM

The Epigrams of Philodemus: http://www.attalus.org/poetry/philodemus.html

| particularly like the implications of this one, imagined to be said by Venus to humans who
throw their lives away pursuing asceticism rather than pleasure. It mirrors several sayings
including "30. Some men spend their whole life furnishing for themselves the things proper to
life without realizing that at our birth each of us was poured a mortal brew to drink."

[5.306] {G-P13}G
Addressed by a Girl to a Man

You weep, you speak in piteous accents, you look strangely at me, you are jealous, you touch
me often and go on kissing me. That is like a lover ; but when | say "Here | am next you" and
you dawdle, you have absolutely nothing of the lover in you.
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