
LANDOR, Walter Savage: Epicurus, Leontion and
Ternissa.
Post by “Joshua” of April 18, 2023 at 11:59 AM

I just glanced over the thread here and didn't see it, maybe I haven't come across this before.
It's worth noting that this is the same Landor that Frost mentions in his poem "Lucretius versus
the Lake Poets".

Quote

‘Nature I loved; and next to Nature, Art.’

Dean , adult education may seem silly.

What of it, though? I got some willy-nilly

The other evening at your college deanery.

And grateful for it (let's not be facetious!)

For I thought Epicurus and Lucretius

By Nature meant the Whole Goddam Machinery.

But you say that in college nomenclature

The only meaning possible for Nature

In Landor's quatrain would be Pretty Scenery.

Which makes opposing it to Art absurd

I grant you—if you're sure about the word.

God bless the Dean and make his deanship plenary.
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