Scientism, Atheism, And The Admissibility Of
Spiritual Experience

Post by “Pacatus” of April 12, 2023 at 5:11 PM

Cassius

Yes, the term “idealism” can be confusing - in that some claim, under that label, that the gods
are at best mental fabrications to represent (archetypally) certain ideals.

I am exploring the possibility that there:

1) can be a natural (not supernatural) “divine” (for lack of a better word) reality; that

2) is proleptically grasped (but | should not have excluded logical inference from that); but that
3)even a proleptic apprehension requires some contact; and that

4) recognition of a natural divine reality makes more sense if it is not removed from our own
natural world.

| find it difficult to relate to something that may be the result of logical inference, but is not part
of my life (like, say, quantum mechanics) - even if | think it is likely true. If that is the case, then
| think there is some justification in the criticism | mentioned of Epicurean piety and prayer.
And, as | said, | don't see how that “realist” position differs, practically, from the “abstract
idealist” position. At that point, practices of piety and prayer have no more meaning than, say,
backgammon. A game | play because | enjoy it. Or a jigsaw puzzle perhaps (which | do not
enjoy, however).

With that said, meditation and contemplation might still be philosophically relevant - as is
simply contemplating the beauties of nature, and feeling awe.

Anyway, | am trying to explore a third position between the options of real gods thoroughly
removed from our everyday natural reality, and gods that are solely ideal mental fabrications.

Thanks for the reply! <
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