
Odyssey's example of a drug for mental pains
Post by “Cassius” of March 29, 2023 at 5:06 PM

Yes I think what Pacatus is emphasizing and is in the back of my mind is that we have to
consider that there are many kinds of pleasures and pains, and the substitution of (1) certain
types of pleasures that are less significant to us but that bring no pain, in place of (2) other
pleasures that are greater but that also entail pain, would not be a good bargain.

This is a very good conversation for focusing on how the many types of pleasures and pains are
not interchangeable. You could ask something similar: Would a pill that brings you "tranquility"
at the cost of never experiencing "joy" be worth it?

I would certainly answer that "No."
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