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Yep we will have to disagree on that. I would say that Epicurus as a philosopher gives us the
analysis and the formula but not a mandate for the application. It's all a matter of what
happens to us if we choose one course versus another, and there is no magic formula by which
we can say that one persons view of pleasure is absolutely preferable over another person's
view of pleasure. We're all entitled to our own choices, and we reap the rewards or pay the
price accordingly.

Edit: The real issue to me would revolve around the details of Evel Knievel which takes us into
the issue of how hard it is (and how without standing we are) to judge the decisions of other
people. We can put ourselves in their position mentally, and we can talk about general rules of
how to analyze things, but to me it is a bright line that I think we should hesitate to cross to
pass sweeping judgments since we are not in the shoes of the people involved. If it were easy,
or if there were any "absolute" standard, by which we could do that, then we'd have another
situation, but I don't think life works like that, and I suspect that is why Epicurus himself did not
generally (or ever?) make sweeping statements about precise things to do and not to do.

We can conceptually say "Follow Pleasure" and "Avoid Pain" but it seems to me that the precise
steps to attain that are going to be contextual, and I don't see how it can be any other way in a
universe structured without central authority or absolute moral rules.
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