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Onenski thanks for the comment and I full agree that Nature is nonpurposive. I tend to use the
"gave" in the sense of Epicurus's statement of being thankful to Nature in a more poetic than
literal sense. The quote I refer to is

U469

Johannes Stobaeus, Anthology, XVII.23: “Thanks be to blessed Nature because she has
made what is necessary easy to supply, and what is not easy unnecessary.”

And I tend to agree with DeWitt's interpretation here:
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