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Interviews Dr. David Glidden on "Epicurean
Prolepsis"

Post by “Cassius” of March 23, 2023 at 1:50 PM

Don what do you consider the word "cognition" to mean?

"The book argues that the structure and functioning of the human brain is actually quite simple,
a basic unit of cognition repeated millions of times."

| think we probably ought to be clear on this word since we are using it so often. Is it an exact
synonym of "thinking" or of "consciousness" or what ? The definitions I am reading are
somewhat circular and | suspect we will continue to go round in sort of circles unless we make
this point more clear.

If we are considering the canonicsl faculties to be pre-cognitive, what exactly does that mean.

Are we moving toward seeing a major line between Epicurus and the others where the others
are saying that we cannot be sure of anything unless it is reduced to words and definitions,
while Epicurus is saying that certainty or confidence comes not from definitions and syllogisms
but from constant reference back to canonical observations (observations that include not only
the 5 senses and feeling of pain and pleasure but observations recognized as observations
because they are organized - patten-matched for repeatability - by the prolepsis mechanism)?

Because also if we are talking about patten matching | would surely think that "memory" (of
those patterns?) is also involved.
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