Famous Historical Quotes *About* Epicurus

Post by “Eikadistes” of March 19, 2023 at 8:29 AM

Lucretius :“Epicurus [...] he who outshone the human race in genius and obscured the luster
of all as the rising of the sun extinguishes the stars.” (111:1043-45)

“For if we are to speak as the majesty of his revelations demand, a god he was, a god [...] who
first discovered that principle of life which is now identified with wisdom, and who by his genius
saved life from such mighty waves and such deep darkness and moored it in such calm water
and so brilliant light. [...] so we have the more justification for deifying the author of the sweet
consolations of life that, disseminated throughout might nations, even now are soothing
people’s minds.” (V:7-12, 19-21)

“And will not the man who, using words instead of weapons, subdued all these monsters and
banished them from the mind rightly be considered worthy of a place among the gods?
Especially since it was his wont to present many precepts in a good and godlike manner about
the immortal gods themselves, and to reveal the whole nature of things in his discourse.” (V:49-
54)

“[... a man endowed with such genius, whose lips once gave utterance to true
pronouncements on every subject. And even now, though his life’s light is extinguished, the
godlike nature of his discoveries ensures that his fame, spread far and wide long ago, is raised
to the skies.” (VI:4-8)

Diogenes Laertius: “There are plenty of witnesses of the unsurpassable kindness of
[Epicurus] to everybody; both his own country which honored him with brazen statues, and his
friends who were so numerous that they could not be contained in whole cities; and all his
acquaintances who were bound to him by nothing but the charms of his doctrine.”
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