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Quote from Pacatus

Quote from Don

To my mind, "feeling romantic" and "feeling sexual passion" convey two similar
but distinct feelings.

I think sexual passion (in English now) can be felt in the context of a loving, romantic
relationship, as well as in other (nonromantic) contexts. But I cannot say that what I
sometimes feel toward my beloved should not be called sexual passion, shared in a
loving relationship. That seems to me to be an unnecessary parsing.

Oh, I have no problem with that idea! I think one should feel "sexual passion" for "(one's)
beloved"! I would hope any relationship based on mutual attraction in a romantic context would
include sexual passion.

My point - granted I didn't say this well - was that a relationship can't be all sexual, erotic
passion all the time. Feeling romantic" lead to "feeling sexual passion" but it doesn't necessarily
need to. "Feeling romantic" can just mean showing love and affection for one's beloved. A
"romantic dinner" need not lead to "sexual passion"... or at least not until you leave the
restaurant.

To my mind, the parsing is helpful in the context of emphasis or context. "Feeling romantic" to
me seems to express something long-term but also intimate. "Passion" is episodic and intense.
Consider a "romantic" embrace or a "passionate" embrace or an "erotic" embrace. I don't get
the same connotation from those. All are pleasurable, but they're not equivalent.
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