The Art of Frugal Hedonism

Post by “Cassius” of February 17, 2023 at 7:08 PM

And aciiced hv Thanmac lefferenn -

To James Madison Paris, Sep. 6, 1789

DEAR. 5IR,

-- I sit down to write to you without knowing by
what occasion I shall send my letter. I do it
because a subject comes into my head which I
would wish to develope a little more than is
practicable in the hurry of the moment of making
up general despatches.

The guestion Whether one generation of men has a
right to bind another, seems never to have been
started either on this or our side of the water. Yet it
is a question of such consequences as not only to merit decision, but
place also, among the fundamental principles of every government.
The course of reflection in which we are immersed here on the
elementary principles of society has presented this question to my
mind; and that no such obligation can be transmitted I think very
capable of proof. I set out on this ground which I suppose to be self
evident, "that the earth belongs in usufruct to the living;" that the
dead have neither powers nor rights over it. The portion occupied by
an individual ceases to be his when himself ceases to be, and reverts
to the society. If the society has formed no rules for the appropriation
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