Did Epicurus really oversell the power of science to
diminish anxiety?

Post by “Joshua” of February 15, 2023 at 7:07 PM

We're two days away from the anniversary of Giordano Bruno's death, so the question is a
timely one. He was questioned for 7 years, given many opportunities to recant his positions,
and remained defiant until the end--when two nails were driven through his lips in the shape of
a cross in order to silence him at last.

On the base of his statue in the Campo de Fiori, a plaque reads that the statue itself is the
product of "The century predicted by him". Thereby suggesting that he was willing to die
because his mind belonged to a future that did not yet exist. In other cases, people have died
willingly because their world was now a thing of the past, such as was the case at the end of
the Roman Republic. The later pagan poet Palladus gives voice to that pain around the year
391 A.D.

Quote

Is it not true that we are dead, and living only in appearance,
We Hellenes, fallen on disaster,

Likening life to a dream, since we remain alive while

Our way of life is dead and gone?

Palladas, pagan poet, after the destruction of the Serapeon in Alexandria

A monastery and church were built on its ruins.
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