
Did Epicurus really oversell the power of science to
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Quote from Little Rocker

Epicurus might be happy to die rather than recant his science before the world.

Curious thought occurred to me: Epicurus might have been politically correct too (this one is a
huge "might"). I recalled a poem (the Sisyphus fragment) attributed to Critias (a relation of
Plato):

"...Then, when the laws forbade them to commit open crimes of violence, and they began to do
them in secret, a wise and clever man invented fear (of the gods) for mortals, that there might
be some means of frightening the wicked, even if they do anything or say or think it in secret.
Hence, he introduced the Divine, saying that there is a God flourishing with immortal life,
hearing and seeing with his mind, and thinking of everything and caring about these things..."

Now assuming someone (not necessarily Epicurus ) is keen on undoing the harm of the fear
of the Divine, but does not particularly want to put up with the unnecessary discussions
whether divine exists or not, he/she might simply state that the Divine exists, but it does not
meddle in any way with our lives. This is a form of a logical jujitsu, rendering the religious
arguments moot.
But of course, this is just an unprovable theory (though I find if extremely hard to reconcile
atomism and Epicurean epistemology with deism - possibly with agnosticism, but it's an entirely
different topic).
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