Confidence in Katastematic Pleasure

Post by “Joshua” of February 11, 2023 at 7:49 PM

Quote

Now | am unfortunately inserting something random but | will be short: Here | feel in
sympathy with Cicero. English, like Latin, is a rich language. There is something
fundamentally wrong going on when we have a supposedly critical concept for which
people insist on using an untranslated foreign word, as if English were insufficient to
explain the concept. Like Lucretius, we should use our own language to explain what
we mean by "katastematic pleasure," and if we can't or don't then that in itself
indicates a major issue. And that's exactly what the great majority of commentators are
doing in perpetuating the kinetic / katastematic discussion rather than engaging with
people who come to Epicurean Philosophy for real answers.

A quote from William Harris on the subject:
Quote

Latin has a relatively small vocabulary, with less that four thousand words in general,
current use. Greek has three times that number, modern English prescribes 10,000 for
a college student, 50,000 for a teacher, and there are half a million words available one
way or another.

I'm not really prepared to unpack all that, but | thought it was worth mentioning. There are
several cases in which foreign loan words seem more appropriate than any English equivalent
would be, as in the cases of schadenfreude, déja vu, or a cappella. I'm not sure katastematic is
on that level though!
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