
As To The Three Legs Of The Canon (Sensations,
Feelings, Anticipations) Is it Possible to Experience
(Receive Data?) From One Without The Others?
Post by “Cassius” of February 6, 2023 at 3:31 PM

Quote from Kalosyni

By pleasure: I mean the feeling that comes when tasting honey or the feeling that
comes while drinking water when thirsty.

Yes, but you also use the term "pleasure" to describe many other feelings besides honey and
drinking, and so you use the word both to describe specific concrete individual instances PLUS
the "placeholder term" or "concept" that you use to summarize each and every pleasurable
experience under the commonality that "you find them pleasing."

Quote from Kalosyni

By happiness: I mean the evaluation of the last month as having been filled with many
pleasurable moments.

You're including here your "evaluation" of last month or last year or your whole life or any time
period you wish to include, which means that the meaning you are giving it in a particular
usage needs clarification. Same with "pleasure," but when we scrutinize what "pleasure" means
we quickly get back to "a good feeling that we all recognize immediately by nature.

In regard to "happiness" when we scrutinize what that means we also associate that word with
a good feeling within ourselves. But in the case of "happiness" we also have to take notice that
it is a word that people like Plato and Aristotle and the Pope and all sorts of other people define
in entirely and grossly incompatible ways.

There's a problem of agreement as to definition in both cases, but:

- in the case of 'happiness" what makes a man happy is loaded up with so many conflicting
terms by the stoics and peripatetics and the religions that the term becomes almost infinitely
maleable.

- in the case of "pleasure" we have individual disagreements on what we find pleasurable
(chocolate vs vanilla) but we're all generally in the same ballpark that we're talking about a gut-
level feeling that is desirable to have for obvious reasons.
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